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Personal Planning Checklist

A Gift of Preparedness and Peace of Mind for Your Loved Ones

m Living Will

Documents your wishes for medical care if you are unable to communicate or make decisions for yourself.

m Medical Power of Attorney

Allows you to designate a trusted person to make healthcare decisions on your behalf if you are unable to do
Sso.

m Financial Power of Attorney
Allows you to appoint someone to manage financial matters on your behalf, if needed.

m Durable Power of Attorney

Allows you to designate one or more individuals to make financial and/or medical decisions if you become
unable to manage those matters yourself.

m Last Will and Testament
States how you want your personal property, assets, and belongings distributed after your death.

m Beneficiary Designations

Review state laws and ensure bank accounts, investment accounts, and other applicable assets have
appropriate Payable on Death (POD), Transfer on Death (TOD), or authorized beneficiary designations.
Completing these forms with financial institutions may help simplify the transfer process and reduce the need
for probate. Beneficiaries typically need identification and a certified death certificate to complete the
transfer.

m Funeral Planning Declaration

Records your wishes regarding final arrangements, disposition of remains, and any preferred services or
ceremonies.



Important Planning Considerations (Continued)

m Do Not Resuscitate Order

A Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) order is established before an emergency occurs and states whether you want
CPR or other resuscitation efforts performed in an emergency.

m Financial and Household Account List

Create a current list of all banks, account numbers, investment institutions, credit cards, utilities, insurance
policies, and other important accounts. Include clear instructions about how and when bills are paid, and
make sure trusted individuals know where life insurance policies and related documents are stored.

m Login and Password Information

Ensure a trusted person knows how to access important logins, passwords, password managers, and digital
accounts, consistent with applicable laws and platform requirements.

m Vehicle and Property Titles

Keep titles for automobiles, campers, motorcycles, recreational vehicles, and other titled property in a secure
location. Make sure the appropriate person knows where these documents are safely stored. A fire-resistant
safe is recommended.

m Military Records

If you served in the military, make sure a trusted person knows where to access your DD Form 214 or other
documentation needed to verify military service.

m Communicate Your Wishes

Most importantly, talk with the people closest to you so your wishes are clearly understood. Speak with the
individuals you have designated to act on your behalf, as well as loved ones who may not have formal roles.
These conversations can help explain your decisions and reduce confusion or unanswered questions later.

m Practice the Plan

Consider conducting a simple review or “drill” to confirm that your designated individuals know where
documents are located and understand how to carry out your wishes.

This checklist is intended to encourage important conversations with family and friends and to help make
future responsibilities easier for those you leave behind.

At minimum, these steps can help begin a meaningful conversation with your loved ones about planning,
preparedness, and peace of mind.

*Disclaimer: This information is provided for general educational purposes only and reflects examples of steps that may be
helpful in personal planning. It should not be considered legal, financial, or tax advice. Laws and requirements vary by state
and individual circumstances. Before making decisions or completing any documents, consult with a qualified attorney,
financial advisor, and/or tax professional.
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